
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

This is a newly reorganised newsletter which we hope our parishioners will 
enjoy.  It is named after the “Runtonian” magazine produced by the school in 
1924. 
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THE QUARTERLY RUNTONIAN  
Issue  43 January 2023 

 
A healthy and prosperous New Year is extended to all our readers and 
their families from the Councillors and Clerk of Runton Parish Council. 

Index: 
 
Pg. 2    Councillor information. 
  
Pg. 3-4 Parish Council news 
 
Pg.5. Events News 
 
Pg. 6-7   History Society  
 
Pg.  8.    Local information 
              Forthcoming events. 

Website: 
www.runtoneastandwest.co.uk 

 
Telephone: 01263 512214 

 
Email:  runtonpc@aol.com 

 

 



PARISH COUNCIL INFORMATION— 
Councillor details are as follows.          

 
 
 
 

The Parish Council website has links to the District Council and 
County Council 
The local North Norfolk District Councillor is Mrs. S. Butikofer.   
The Norfolk County Councillor is Mr. E. Vardy. 
POLICE: Non emergency police free number—101  
Norfolk Swift Response Team—for assistance 0344 800 8020 
 
The Clerk to the Council is:  Mrs. Barbara Emery. 
The Office is at: The Reading Room, Felbrigg Road, East Runton 
Cromer NR27 9PE.  Tel: 01263 512214. or mobile 07422 665978  
Email: runtonpc@aol.com  —-   twitter  @RuntonParish 
 
PARISH COUNCIL OFFICE open Tuesday, Wednesday and Thursday 
10.30am to 3.30pm with a lunch break from 1pm—2pm. The Clerk will  
normally be there to help in any way connected with  Parish business.   
PARISH COUNCIL MEETINGS—usually held on the fourth 
Tuesday of each month.  The next one being on January 24th at 
East Runton Reading Room Felbrigg Rd., East Runton. 
 
PLEASE SEE THE LIST ON PAGE 3. 
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East Runton Ward: 
Councillors 

     
    Mr. Phil Nichols             
    Ms. T. Edwards  
    Mr. Kevin Jonas  . 
    Mr. Stephen Gurney      
    Mr. Gerry Baker   

West Runton Ward: 
Chair   
Mr. John Simpson.   
Vice Chair   
Ms. Carole Davidson    
Councillors  
Mr. Bruce Bedwell       
Mr. Richard. Annis       
Mr. David. Bakewell    
Mrs. Beverly Memish   
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The Parish Council would like to extend Grateful thanks to all our  dis-
tributors.  This is a very much appreciated effort by you all.  It is hoped 
that the new larger format will not present any problems in distribution.  
Please let the Clerk know if any help is needed. 
 

 
 
 
 
 

WEST RUNTON CHURCH HALL 
February    28th 
April APM 6:30pm   25th
 ** 
Followed by Ordinary meeting 
7:15pm approx. 
June                                   27th 
September    26th 
November          28th 
**Annual Parish Meeting 
 
1st meeting of 2024 January 23rd 

EAST RUNTON READING ROOM 
January      24th 

March                        28th 
May      APCM          23rd * * 

July                            25th  
October       24th 
December                  19th 
* May = Annual Parish Council Meeting  
 * Note: Date may need to be changed because of 
the election. 

 WEST RUNTON COMMON 
The Spring pond had been 
cleaned out by the local Wildlife 
Group  The Chairman congratu-
lated the group for the work 
done.  Gratitude was also noted 
to Hillside for their helping to 
clear the debris away. 
There are to be further talks with 
Ed Stocker NCC and NWT in 
February about the Retting Pit 
etc.   
The ditches and flooding is a 
concern and some clearance was 
done last autumn.  However 
more work needs to be done to 
be able to alleviate the problem. 
 

 
EAST RUNTON COMMONS 
Areas were left this summer of 
2022 to grow wild as an experi-
ment to encourage wildflowers.  
It seems to have been beneficial 
and would be considered for 
scattering of wildflower seeds if 
appropriate.  Hopefully the 
vegetation around Top Common 
pond can be cleared soon and the 
silt dealt with.   
Lower Common pond is full of  
water and will also benefit from 
some clearance this winter. 

CALENDAR OF MEETINGS 
FOR 2023 

RUNTON PARISH COUNCIL 
Held at alternating venues. 



PARISH COUNCIL NEWS 
Continuing commons news: 

 

PONIES ON THE COMMON 
WEST RUNTON 

 

Usually at this time of year under the Stewardship Agreement over the 
commons, there are sheep put 
out  to graze on West Runton 
Top Common. 
 
These belong to Hillside Sanc-
tuary but this year, ponies are 
being grazed instead for the 
first time, as the sheep were 
not available. 

 

 
CALLING ALL NATURE LOVERS 

 
In February and March, frogs and toads migrate from their winter habi-
tats to ponds for spawning.  West Runton has two ponds used by both 
frogs and toads, also a road which they have to cross. They need your 
help to avoid being squashed, particularly toads.  If you would like to 
join our band of  toad patrollers please contact Carole Davidson on 
07587 186975 or cgd1959@gmail.com 
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PLANNING 
Old Hall Barns East Runton: Change 
of use of redundant barns to three resi-
dential units with alterations to Hall 
Cottage. 
Former Crab Boiler House, off Cro-
mer Road West Runton change of use 
to a single storey dwelling. 
Homewood, Mill Lane, East Runton. 
Proposed annex. 

RAINFALL  
FIGURES FOR 2022. 

January    14mm—February  58mm 
March      28mm    April         5mm 
May      29mm—June        54mm 
July        6mm—August    24mm 
September 49mm   October   35mm 
November 73mm -December 53mm 
Total mm for 2022 428 
Total in inches 16.9  
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EVENTS REPORTS 
 

Christmas in the Runton villages  
These began on the 2nd of December in East Runton with a Christmas tree 
blessing and light up. The event was organised mainly by Aisha from the 
Coffee Corner in conjunction with Bernies and Wills Plaice, outside whose 
premises the Christmas Tree, supplied by the Parish Council, stands. 
We were delighted that the Reverend Jeremy Sykes was able to attend and 
bless the tree prior to the light up. The evening started and finished with our 
talented local musicians in attendance providing festive tunes for all to enjoy. 
 
The following evening was the turn of West Runton where villagers were 
able to enjoy a mulled wine and mince pies served by Daron and Shaun from 
the Corner House Tea Room. We were grateful to again have the Revd  
Jeremy again bless our PC sponsored tree followed by our enthusiastic  
villagers partaking in the singing of Christmas Carols. The event raised £300 
for the charity EACH before heavy rain stopped play. 
Thank you to everyone who helped with each event. 
 
The Runton Allotment and Garden Produce Show  
This was held on the 30th July at the Village Hall in East Runton and was 
reported in the last issue of this newsletter.  

We now have space to include photographs to show what a good event this 
was. It is very much hoped that this event can continue with many more en-
tries in 2023. 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



Follow and like our facebook page Runton History 
 

HISTORY OF EAST RUNTON SCHOOL AND THE CHANTRY 
 

East Runton School belonged to the Buxton family, who subsequently leased 
it to the Norfolk Education Committee. Ownership eventually passed to Ep-
som Estates.  
   
Sir Thomas Fowell Buxton (died 1919) paid for services to be held in the 
school from at least the 1890’s, and these were taken by the Revd. H.C. 
Fitch, the rector of Beeston. After Sir Thomas Fowell’s death, his son also Sir 
Thomas Fowell gave the land where the Chantry stood, in Broom Hill, now a 
private dwelling.  
   
The Chantry was a World War 1 Army Hut. These were sold off after the 
War. The Workers Club at West Runton was originally one of them and oth-
ers were bought by people in Runton. The Chantry Hut was given by Miss 
E.L. Aldis of West Runton and it was licensed for worship on 3rd August, 
1923.  Canon Matthews ( Rector at the time) held Midnight Mass of Christ-
mas for the first time in the Chantry in 1923. Various persons, including visi-
tors, gave items for the Chantry.  The brass alms dish, still used at St. An-
drews was one of these gifts.  
Services ceased there sometime after the outbreak of war in 1939. The Hut 
was sold in 1944 for £94-7-0d, and the land was leased out. There were 
chickens on it at one time. Services recommenced in the School on Sunday 
evenings in 1952. 
     
It was evident by this time that the school would close before long and in 
1957 Epsom Estates agreed to sell the school buildings (not the School 
House) to the P.C.C. for £500 and the lease to the Education Committee was 
extended to 31st July, 1958. The School closed on 22nd July, 1958 and the 
P.C.C. purchased the building in 1959.  
The larger room was used at the Church and the Infants’ Room,  was used as 
a Sunday School.  

In about 1972-73, the Rector, the Revd. J.H. Bloom had ideas to demolish the 
whole building, construct a small church on part of the site and sell off the 
rest for building. This was absolutely opposed by East Runton and it caused a 
deal of ill-will. Eventually the main part of the School, the large room  
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(once the church) and the north room and porch were sold in 1977 for con-
version to residential and the Infants’ room retained for a Church.  In about 
1993 it was becoming obvious that some major work and repairs were needed 
and the Church with parishioners help began raising money.  Eventually re-
pairs to windows, roof and doors were made and an apse, a kitchen, toilet and 
porch were added. 

 

****************** 
A smart screen has been purchased by the Parish Council fitted in the Read-
ing Room.  This will be used for talks and picture shows. 
 
 

****************** 
 
History is being made all the time.  We often only think of History being be-
fore our own births.  Of course it is, but also events that we organise or attend 
at the present become history.  We are experiencing a new era with King 
Charles III being crowned on May 6th 2023 and hope that we can add 
photo’s of events of it to our collection. 
 
We were very saddened by the death of Her Majesty Queen Elizabeth II on 
September 8th 2022 and the coronation will be a new experience for many. 
Queen Elizabeth was a great monarch and we also remember that she was a 
mother, grandmother and great grandmother, just like many of us. She also 
served in the war, driving trucks and learning to be a mechanic. 
 
Anyone born in 1900, by the time they were fifty five will have lived through 
five monarch changes and four coronations.  Some of us can remember the 
coronation of Queen Elizabeth but for a vast number of younger people this 
will be an experience not seen before.   
 
It would be of interest is anyone has any memorabilia of the 1953 coronation 
for our collection.  Of course we welcome any historical photo’s etc. 
We have some of previous monarchs but most of our history archive after 
1950 is sketchy. 
 
The History Society continues with their coffee mornings, on the first  
Thursday of each month.  All welcome.  Free entry and refreshments. 



BAPTIST CHURCH—at High Street East Runton, welcome you to partici-
pate in their “Warm Space” afternoons.  Tea and cake provided.  
From 1.30 to 3.30pm on Tuesdays: 
10th and 24th January, 14th and 28th February, 14th and 28th March. 
All are welcome.  Keep warm with us and enjoy a chat. 
 

PROPOSED COUNCILLOR SURGERIES. 
It is intended to organise drop-in surgeries and these would be held each 
month alternating between the villages for just two hours or so. Hopefully 
there would be the first one in January or early February.  Posters will be 
placed to advertise the events and once dates are finalised, these will be pub-
lished in future newsletters. The Parish Council would like to communicate 
more with residents and visitors to the villages and welcome suggestions as to 
how this could be achieved. 
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       Views expressed are not necessarily the views of the editor or the Parish Council members 

Village Arrival Departure Place 

    

East Runton 14:45 15:00 
Buxton 
Close 

East Runton 15:02 15:10 St Andrews 

West Runton 14:20 14:40 
Renwick 
Park 

West Runton 15:15 15:25 Golf Close 

West Runton 15:30 15:50 
Church 
Close 

West Runton 15:55 16:10 
Station 
Close 

    

LIBRARIES   Cromer Library opening times: 
Monday: 10am-6pm.  Tuesday: 10am-2pm.    Wednesday: Closed.    
Thursday: 10am-2pm. Friday: 10am-6pm Saturday 9am-1pm Sunday: 
Closed 
The Mobile Library has limited areas but at the moment the table below 
shows locations. 
Covid prevention measures are in place. Sanitizers provided and numbers 
limited to three at a time or one family.  Don’t forget your library card. .                                                 
 
 
 
        
       
  
       
  
       
  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Routes are  
subject to change. 
 
For enquiries 
about the above 
routes please 
telephone 01603 
222303 


